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Tne Hon, F. M. ETONE : T ehall adopt the
hon. member’s suggestion,and move that the
Clnnse be postponed.

Question, that the c¢lause be postponed, put
and passed.

Clause postponed.

Clauze 11 “ Inspection by representatives of
miners” :

Tse Hon. F. M. STONE: 1 think it advis-
able to postpone this Clause also, hecause we
may find that we can make one Clause ont of
Clauses 10 and 11,

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou. E. H.
‘Wittenoom): I hope hon. members will give
notice of their amendments. This Bill has been
carefully prepared on lines similar to the Acts
in force elsewhere. Notwithstanding this, we
find that hon. members come here and think
they con write out an amendment at five
minutes’ notice. This Bill has been before the
House for two or three weeks, and no one has
taken the trouble to give notice of any amend-
ment. Now hon. mewbers propose amend-
ments, and o fair opportunity of considering
them is not given,

‘THE Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS : Ido not think
we should rush this Bill. These are very im-
poriant clauses, and [ have been trying to
obtain information before giving notice of
amecndments. ‘the Hon. Mr, Stone is only
agking to have the Clause postponed.

Clause poatponed.

Clause 12 “ Managers to be uppointed ™

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE : I propose that the
words * Assistant Manmager ™ be inserted after
the word “ Manager.” 1 do this because there
are wany inanagers of these mines who are in
England, and I think it is necessary that thero
should be a munager ut the works. ‘There
might be some confugion as to which manager
wag meant, if we did not insert some such words
a8 these.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : That ie provided Ffor by the
Interpretation Clanse, which says that « man-
ager” shuall include ** deputy-mauager.”

Tue Hon F. M. STONE : I do not think that
would meet the cage, because ‘he Deputy-
manager is the person referred to ino
Clause 14. )

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoo. K. H,
Wittenoom) : I move that progress he re-
ported, so that hon. members may have sn op-
portunity of tabling their ameadments. We
cun then know exactly what we have to deal
with.
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A Correclion,

Question, that progress be reported, put and
pussed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.H.
Wittenoom) woved that the House, at its
vising, adjourn until \\ ednesday, 11th Sep-
tember, 1893, at 4.30 o’clock, p.w,

Question put and passed.

The Honse, ab 5.20 o’clock p.n, sdjourned
until Wednesdwy, 11th Scptember, 1895, at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

#egislative Jssemblp,
Thursduy, 2Mh Augunst, 1893,

A Corvectivie—Isteblishment of an  Erpevimental
Farvin—dA ppoinbiwent of Resident Magistrate and
Medical Officer at Espeiance Bay— Feclesiastical
Grant dbolition Bill : fivst veading—Married
Womew's Property Ul consideration of Coin-
wittee’s Report—Crown Suits Bill : in conem ittve
—Sale of Gowds Bill : second readiig— Estinates,
18956 :  further considered
Adjourinuent,

i commities—

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair
o’clock, p.w.

at 4.30

PravESS.

A CORRECTION.

Me. R. P. SHOLL: [ should like to correct
un erroriu a statement I wade last night in
dealing with the * Miscellanecus * vote on the
Estimates, under the head of * Incidentals. ™
Quoting from a retarn which bad been laid on
the table showing the various items in detsil,
[ stated that the cost of the trip to Donny-
brook had been £406, whereas, s o matter bf
fact, it only cost £40 68, The retarn had been
80 carelesaly copied and the figures so jumbled
together that I mistook one amoupt for the
otber. I now wish to correct the statement I
made lust night, so that it muy not go abroad
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that so large n sum as £406 was expended on
this trip.

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EXPERIMENTAL
FARM,

Me. THROSSELL,in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether it wuas the inten-
tion of the Government to make provisivn on
the Estimntes for the establishment of an Ex-
perimental Farm.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sic J. Forrest) re-
pliad that the Governent viewed with favor

the cstablishment of nn Experimental Fana, -

and would be glad to establish it 5o soon as the
requisite arrangemenis were mwade and the
necessary authority obtained.

STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE AND MEDI-
CAL OFFICER FOR ESPERANCE BAY.
Mr HASSELL, in accordance with votice,

agked the Premier whether it was the inten-

tion of the Government to appoint a Stipend-
iary Magistrate and Medical Officer at

Esperunce Bay.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the Government would de so, as
soon a8 it was found nccessary. At present
there was no great demsnd for these officers,
but, if the place continued to progress, as
segiwed certain, the appointments would be
made.

ECCLESIASTICAL GRANT ABOLITION
BILL,

[utroduced by Sir John ForREsT, and read a
first time.

MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL.
COMMITTEE'S REPOET,

On theOrder of the Day for the consideration
of the committee's report, and the verbal
amendwent wade by the Committee in Clanse
2 (on the motion of Mr. Jumes) being read.—

Mr. LEAKE said he had intimated his
intention of moving to strike out this amend-
ment when the Bill wus re-committed; but he
wow found he would be within his privilege in
doing so now. He therefore woved that the
amendment; be notugreed to.

The Hounse divided, ou the motion. with the
following results :

Ayes... 20
Majority for 18

(29 AuvausT, 1895.]
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AYES.

Mr. Burt
LMr. Cockworthy
?lir Jﬁhu Forrest

r. Harper
Mr. Ha:sli);l
dr. Hooley
Mr. Mingworth
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Randell
Mr. Richardson
Mr. R. F, Sholl
My, Simpson
Mr, Solomon
Mr. Chressei]
Mr. Venn
Wood
Mr, Lenke (7eller.)

Motion thus afirmed, and the Committee’s
report, a3 amended by the House, adopted.

Noks,
Mr. George
Mr. Joames (Teller.)

CROWN SUITS BILL.
LN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Short title and commenceinent

Me. MARMION said, ag this wns a very im-
portant Bill, and members had scarcely had an
opportunity of considering it, he hoped the
Government would not press it forward too
hastity.

Tuz AITTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) suid the Government had mo wish {o
hurry the Bill, but he thought they might go
through Part I, and, if it was so desired, they
wmight then report progreas.

Clause put and passed.

Clnuses 2to 6 ¢

Put und passed.

Clause 7—Refereace to repealed Acts :

" Mr. LEAKE divected the aticntion of the
Attorney-General to subsecticn (2) of the
Clause, which provided that “all rules and
orders of court in force in the Sapreme Court
nt the time when this Act comes into operation
with reference to mattera within the pro-
visions of this Act, are hereby repealed.” Did
not that go rather too far? Would it not
operate to rupcal the existing and Supreme
Court rules, 8o far as petitions of right were
concerned. No doubt the intention was weruly
to repeal the rules of comrt msde under the
Petitions of Right Act ; Jut, ouce an action
was comenced, the procedure went on under
the present Supreme Court rules.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the intention was ns the hon, men-
ber bad stated, and he would conaider the point
referred to.

-Clauee put and passed.
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Progress reported, and leave given fo sit
again.

SALE OF (GOODS BILL.
BECOND READING.

Mg, JAMES: 1 bey to move the second read-
ing of the Biil, which codifies the law relating
to the sule of goods. It would be impossible
for me to go through the whole of the Bill
without wearying hon. members, who, perhups,
after all, would not be nuch wiser, us it is a
Hill full of legal technicalilies. Nor do Isup-
pose would mebers be much edified if, in
explanation of the Bill, I were to read to them
a few hundred cases from * Benjamin on
Snles.” Shortly I way say thut the Bill isa
copy of the Englizh Bill, which has also been
adopted in the various colonies, sud which has
heen reecived with great approval. The only
section thut will require much consideration
—adnd I wish to draw the attention of the Atl-
torney-General to it—is section 22, deuling
with the question of sule in market overt. T
think it is somewhat guestionable whether
there is such a thing as mwarket overt in this
colony, and before we introduce that espres-
gion for the firat time into cur public Statutes,
it would be well to consider whether such o
thing us market overt exials in the colony.
Should the Attorney-General be of opinion
that it does not, then this cluuse will have to
be wodified when we go into committee on the
Bill. Inow hep to move its second reading,

Mg. SOLOMON : [ mosb beartily support the
second rending of this Bill, which I think will
be a most useful measure, So far us I under-
stand, the original Act was compiled by one ot
the greatest druftsmen in England ; and I be-
lieve the B3iil is one that will operate henefici-
ally for the mercantile commupity in this
colony.

Motion put and passed

Bill read  second time.

ESTIMATES, 1865-6.

The House wenb inte committee for the
{wrther considerntion of theXstimadtes.

Lands and Surveys, £30,620.

Me. WOOD said he would he glad if the
Government: could sec their way to resuscitate
the title of Surveyor-General. He noticed that
proiision had been made on the Estimates, for
years past, for a Deputy-Surveyor-General,
but he thought it would be more dignified for
the colony, and ulso for the departuent itself,
that there should he a Surveyor-General
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connected with it; and he hoped the Govern.
ment would see their way at an early date to
revive that old office. Hethought everything
else was satisfactory, so fnras the department
of Lands and Surveys was concerned.

Mg THROSSELL said heshould like tomake
u few general remarks upon the vote hefore
the Committee. While he had nothing but
¢omuendation to offer for the manncr in which
tke work of the department was generally
carried on, he wished to  express
his regret at the small amount of increase
proposed in the vote for this department for
the coming year. He found there was only
an inerense of ahout £3,000 over the vote for
last year. Rogard being had to the impor-
tance of the department and the progress of
the colony, he thought the increase waa all too
amall. Although there was a large amount
of survey work going on, and a considerable
amount of settlement, he wanted to sny-—and
ke thought this was the right time to say it—
that we were not doing enough in this direct-
ion. There was another point he vished to
call attention—not for the first time hy any
means-—and it was this: he did not think we
were making uadequate arrangements for
directing the attention of new comers to our

lands, and" for providing them with
relinble  infornation about our lands.
[f private individuals were denling

with thiy estate of ours, we should find them,
especially as this juncture, when population
is Hocking intoe the colony, making every
cifort to attract the attentiea of new comers
to the liberal conditions upom which
these lands are offered to those wished to
settle on them. Every possible publicity
should be piven to the land regu-
Jations of the colony, nnd the easy terms upon
which Innd muy be taken up. Information on
the subject should be available, not only at
our shipping ports, bat also at all our agri-
cultaral centres, showing the land open for
selection, and proclaiming the fact that free
hlocks of lund were offered to anyoue who chose
to apply for thew. Instead of thuat, no ar.
rangements whatever appeared to be made for
providing this information, and for ndvertis-
ing onr lands. The greatest possible curiosity
existed anwongst strangers cowing here as to
the lands of the colony, and the greatesteager-
ness prevailed for obtaining some information
on thesubject. Generally speaking, enguirers
had to look to strangers for this information,
instead of having it thrust upon them by
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tho Government of the colony, wherever they
went, whether in the city, or in towns, or upon
our agricultural areas. The fact ought to bhe
posted np i every railway carriage in the
colony that we had free hlocks of land to give
away on cerfain conditions, and that our other
lands could be pnrchased on the easiest of
torms, It seemed to him that the time had ar.
rived when we should take gowe practical steps
in this direction. Amnother point he wished to
draw atfention to was this: last year the
House voted a certain sum for ring harking
and draining certain landa; but Lthey didnot
hear ons word about any steps having been
taken in that direction ; and, so far ashe knew,
not o shilling had been spent of this oney.
When the money was asked for, they were
told what magnificient areas of land the
colony possessed down south, if they were only
drained ; hut, so far as he wus aware, these
magnificent nreas were still undrained, al-
though the House, as he had already said,
had, ot tho request of the Government, voted
the money for that very purpose. Monvy was
also provided for ringbhurking purtions
of the counbtry, by wu.y of experi-
ment, and to show the results of ring bark-
ing. Those wbo knew anything about the
wonderful effects produced by ringbarking
need mot be told of the jusrvellous chunge
brought about by the expenditure la. 6d. or
23, an acre spent in that direction. He
recopnised the earnestnessof our Commissioner
of Crown Lands, and he felt sure that, having
culled his attention 6o these matters,they would
receive the Ministec's attention. Then, sgain,
there was the Agriculturnl Bank, of which
people knew little or nothing, stmply because
uno steps were taken to bring before our
country farmers a knowledge of the benefits
which this institution was destined to supply.
One reason why our farmers had not more
largely availed themselves of this Agricul-
tural Bank was biecause your simple bucolic
bad little or no knowledge of it, und had not
the ability or the inclination to write Lo hend
quarters for information on the aubject. What
was wanted was to have someome wbo
would go amongst these people, and
show them the bemefita of this mstitution
If that were donc he ventured to say weshould
have far better results. Then, again, there E
was the queation of establishing experimental

[29 Avcust, 1893.]

farms. Two yenraago he brought that nintter
forward in the House, and it was Fully discuss- |
ed, and his motion in favor of thedesirability ;
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of establishing an experimental farm was con-
firmed by the House, It wusensy to show the
importance and value of such inatitutions, and
theirbeneficial influence in the way of practical-
Iy demonstrating the results of improved
methods of culture, At present we hud about

. 300,000 acres of land under caltivation in this

colony;now,if by increasing our knowledge as to
the best methods of cultivation, we conld
wake that land produce 10a. an acre wore than
it dit at present, we would in that way ulone
add £100,000 to the revenue of the country.
Mz, HOOLEY said he could not quito follow
the argument of the last speaker, nor nccept
his idea that the Government should
spend large sums of money in cleariog, ring-
barking, draining, and improving the land.
He thought if they adopted- some steps for
conserving water, where reguired, they would
be dving more legitimate work. ‘They were al-
reudy offering free grants of land asan induce-
ment to people to settle upon the soil, and he
wag certainly opposed to any scheme going
beyond that. Why should they spend money
in draining, or ringbarking, or otherwise im-
pruving thislund, on the mere chance of indue-
ing men to settle uponit? Tf o free grant of
the land was not sufficient to attract people to
scettle on the s0il, hetter let the lund remain
idle, as it had done for the Just half centuwry.
Ho weald far prefer to see the Government
spending money in the re-purchase of some
of the large estutes which were given away in
the carly days of the colony, and sub-dividing
these grants into emall Jots, and offering them
for snle tn intending scttlers, on termis which
would yicld the Government o surall profit, or,
at any rate, upon terms that would not put
the Government te any loss. This would be
mwuch more likely to settle people on the land,
and to give us a large farming population.
Anything we conld do in this direction would,
he thought, be to tho advantage of the
country. We were now importing nearly all
wea consumed, and it was our policy, as it wns
our desire, fo give every inducement to
encourago the suttlement of the land. But he
maintained that the principle laid down by
the hon. member for Northam—that the
Government should spend money in draining
and ringbarking -was notn good one. What
would be the use of ringbarking land unless
you were assured that that land would be
immediately taken up and settled upor ? You
would have to go over the same land the nex 6
year again to keep down the young suplings,
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and kgep at it uulil the end of time, unless
the country was taken up and seftled.

Mir. COOKWORTHY said, with regard to
the question of vingbarking, for which money
had already been voted by the House, no
doubt the Government would do the work
satisfagtorily. But to his mind the question
of draining was of greater importance. Iun
tha southern portivos of the colony, especially
in parts between Pinjarrah and Bunbwy,
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there were lurge urens which, 1z order bo bring |

thew under seftlement, required a system of
draining that conld only be done by the
Government themselves. You could not ex-
pect swall settlurs, just taking up the land, to

carry vut thut system of draining. 1t must be
done on an uxtensive scale. He wns told,
on very good authoriby, that in  the

agricullural areas on the Harvey n much
larger quantily of these areas would be
taken up, if the country were thoroughly
drained. At the presant momeunt a large por-
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injary, for they diverted the water from
him to other gettlers. That was only one
instince of how the Government went to work.
Therefore he hoped that, before undertuking
any extensive acheme of drainage, the Govern-
ment would proceed cautiously and carefully,
80 that they wight really deal fairly and equit-
ully tuwards all persons.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. A, R, Richardson) said he should like
to reply to o few of the very vnluable yemarks
of the hon. member for Northam. He wight
shortly state that most of the matters which
the hon. wembor had referred to, and which he
desired to Bee carried out, had already engaged
his (the Commissioner’s) attention, and he
hoped that before very long several of them
would be enrried ioto operation. With refer-
ence to the question of advertising ourlands,
of gonrse that might be done to a certuin ex-
tent; but his own idea of carrying it out in

Ca practical way, was to have sowe thoroughly

tion of the Collie and the Murvey klsine was

under water, and the laud, in consequence,
wag reudvred useless, owing to the want of
deaining.
good land, but, uuless it was systematically
drained, it would never become available for
settlement. Hewna not referrving to surface
drainage, which » man conld do himself, Lut
to an extensive system of drainage, which
could only be carried vat by the Government,

* of the conditions of settlement,
A great deal ol this land was very -

good mun, with o therough kuowledge of the
colony und of the land 1egulations, and
and let
him travel about the country, advising people

- as towhere the best or inost switable land for

and for doing which the money had already -

been voted by Purliament. The sooner this
scheme wua carried out the better would it be
for
referred tn.

Mp. GEORGE said, with veference to the
question of drainage, if the Governament were
going to undertake so important an under-
taking on the part of the country, he hoped
they would proceed to work cautiously, and
intelligently, and not do anything without
due and cureful consideration. That some-
thinz was nevessury to be dobe in tho direction
indicuted was evident, because it was no use
setting onil agricultural areas without doing

those districts of the coleny he had |

their particular requirements was to Lbe had,
and instructing them as tn how they could
take it up, and giving fhem penerally some
practical advice, He might say thathe had a
very good man for thie work in hiseye,and he
hopcd that perhapa shortly they would be able
to put this idea into practical shape. With
reference to vinglarking, he might gay that,
notwithstanding some adverse opinion ex-

" nressed on the subject by one or two hom.

something to enable people to settle upon the |

land. Whether the Works Department was
competent to undertalee this work was doulit-
ful, 10 his mind. Theare wasan instance within
his own knowledge where the action of &
certain department in draining some lund
at. Drake’s WBrook  resnlted in  one
person being, he would hardly say robbed,
but certainly snstaining considerable

membera, he had great faith in the scheme
which the House sanctioned last yeur, and in
the value of ringbarking ; and he might say
that he had now a very competent man ew-
ployed in selecting portions of land suitable
for this purpose, in the southern districts. He
had aglected two Mocks containing altogether
from §,000 t0 10,000 acres, and, when the
work was done, they would huave practicul
demonstration, in two or three year’s time, of
what conld be dona by the expenditure of

¢ £200 or £300in this direction, und how much

it would iwprove the value of tho land. Of
course the settler taking up ihis improved
land would have o pay slittle premium for
the improvement done by the Government in
ringbarking it. He was convinced that, with
this kind of conntry, in two or three years after
it was ringharked, the cost of clearing would be
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reduced from £10, to £4 or £5, und that where
the ¢ost would have beea £15 an acre it would
Lo reduced to £5 or£6. That bad been hiy ex-
perieuce of this sort of country. He was nob
one who was in favor of Government embark.
ing upon chimerical or experimental schemes,
when the results were doubtful or problemati.
eal ; buk, in this instance, he wus convinced of
tho Lbeneficial results Lhat would follow from
the action of the Government in this direction.
With reference to the guestion of druining, he
might also state thut this was another question
that hud not eacaped attention. He spent two or
three days biself in looking over ono or two

areas that were considerved suitable for this

purpose ; but he did not himself ¢onsider that
the expenditure would be justifiod in that par-
ticulurlocality. In thefirst place, he did not find
that the quality of the land was such as he
had expected ; and, in the next place, n lurge
portion of the aren was in the hands of
private holders ; and he did not see the Fforce
of the Governwent improvimg the value of
these prople’s property, especially when sowe
of themy were not of the progressive type of
settlor, and had done very littlein the way of
improving their lands themsclves. He still
hoped, however, to bo able to de sowething in
this direction. ‘They had unother locality in
view,on the Collie Plains, where they were
advised by the manger of the Agriculiural
Bank, a few draina would prove of great
benefit to wany worthy and struggling settlers;
and hehad that day instructed a very good
man to gv and inspect und survey the locality,
and to provide an estimate of the cost of drain-
ing this land. If his report should be a fuvor-
able one, he (the Commissioner) would only be
ton happy to carry it out. With reference to
Experimental Farms, he only hoped the Govern-
ment would be able to see theic way soon to
make a start in this direction, by establishing
at leanst one of these furms, ‘I'he first thing to
he done was to secwre the right sort
of land. inm a suitable locality. Qle
maintained they wonld be simply courting
failure if they atarted an cxperiment of this
kind in the wrong place, or with the wrony
sort of land, or in an unsuitable position;
whereas, on the other hund, if they secured
the right place for such an experiment, and
the right class of land, in an accessible
loculity, he believed they wight count upon
ultimate suceess. It would be no good having
these farms established in sowe inaccessible,
out-of-the-way place, if they were to be of any
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educational value, because people would oot
be able Lo sec for themselves what wag being
done, snd consequently would derive liltle or
no advantage from such an establishwent.
He wanted to have these experimental
farims established ia localitiee where all
the vperations carried on would be open to the
public, for their guidunce and instruc-
tion, and where even the newspaper
man wight be able to obtain some profit-
able informution. here was one other point
he wished to refer to. Notwilhstanding all
thut has been said about the deplorable fuct
that we were importing sucha lurge quontity
of agricultural products into the colony, the
fact veluained that the extention of agriculture,
and the inereasing area of land brought under
cultivation in this colony, was very encourag-
ing. Notwithstanding the large influx of
popalation that bud recently tuken pluce, the
acrenge now under cultivation, per head of the
pepulation, waagreater than it was a fow yenrs
ago, when we bhad not much more thanvne-half
thepresent population, Wehad 24 acresperhend
of the population now, as against 2 acees per
head of the population in 1886. Bearing in mind
thas when we had o population of only 20,000
we wecre importing largely from the other
colonies, was it to0 be wondered at that when
cur population had increased, as it hud done
lately, by lewps and houmds, until it now
reached 90,000—wus it to be wondered at, in
in the fave of this sudden jump, that we shonld
not be in n position all at once to supply Lhe
wants of thislargely increased population? The
gurprise to him was that we bad not had to
import & great deal more than we had, under
the circumstances. Ae he had ulrendy said,
the increase in cultivation now going on was
very cncouraging. 1f we continued to have a
good senson this year, he did oot believe there
would be any vecessity to import chaff into
the colony this next season ; and he fclt con-
fident that, a year or two ufterwards, our
trouble would not be as to the extent. of our
importations, but as what to doe with our
own supply. 'That was the diffieulvy which be
feared—Lhat we should produce more than we
required for our own cunmsumption. He was
very much obnliged to the hon. member for
Northam for drawiug ottention to these
matters, and he hoped the hon. member would
have uo cause of complunt in the fature,—at
any rate of any want of elfort on the part of
the Government to carry out the measures he
had referred to. -
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Mp. COOKWORTHY snid with regard %o
what had fallen from the Commissioner of
Crown Lands about Experimental Farms, he
wiuld remind the House that the various
agricnltural societies throughout the country
bad been asked to select and recommend
any lands in their districts suitable for
such farms. 'T'his had been done by the
Agricultural Bureau, Tt bad also been stated
that the Government were thinking of bring-
ing up certain private lands for this purpose,
which he thought was to be deprecated. One
would think that if they wanted to establish
un experimental farm that would serve any
practically useful purpose, they would select
a site for it on zome of the Agriculiural Arens
which they had declared open for selectiom,
8o as to shov people what the land in these
arcay is really capable of producing. If the
Govurntaent had to purchase freehold lard for
this purpose. would it not be an acknowledg-
ment to all new comers that the Govermment
had no land of their own fit for such a pur-
pose iis o expervimental farm ?

Mgi. RANDELL 3aid it was very satisfactory
to find that the vote for this depurtment,
notwithstuuding the progress of settlement,
had not increased more than about £2,500
over and above the sctual expenditure of the
department during the past year, aud this in-
creasc was principaily in one item, which he

wighed to refer to. Aahe had always advocated
n considerable outlay upon surveys—und
he had doae so because he believed they pmd
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—he was very giad o sce that the Ministry

had been uble to alloente £10,000 for surveys
during the sowing year. He was not in a
position to say whether that sum was suffi-
cient. No doubt the Departimment could finda
way of sponding wore, in this direction; and
personally he Lelieved it was n most unseful
way of spending vthe poblic money, for, with-
out surveys, very little could be done 1n the
way of seitling and developing the country.
1t wns very satisfactory'to hear the Minister
of Lands speaking so hopefully about the
development that bud recently tuken place,
aud the inereased area brought under cultiva-
tion. They kuew very well the hon. gentle-
man was not speaking of what he knew
nothing about. He only hoped that, in the
near future, we should he able to overtake the
requirementz of the colony in this direction,
and that there would be no necessity to have
recou se to impurtations of agricultural pro-
duce from other countries. It was only a
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truism to say that the soomer that time
arrived the better would it be for the best
interests of the colony. As to having nsurplus
for exportation, he thought we might disabuse
our minds of tha$ iden. Ie believed that day
was a long way off, so long as we continucd to
receive such large additions to our population
a8 we had of late. With regard to the ques-
tion of Experimental Furms, he wns verymuch
inclined to follow what had fsllen from the
hon. member for Sussex (Mr. Cockworthy.)
He believed theve had been o very general
expression of opinion in that House, whenever
this question had cropped up, that the Govern-
ment should not select the very best land for
experimental farms, bmt that they should
select areas that were fairly representative
of the general character of the country. Pos-
sibly no moresuitable sites for thesefarns could
be found than within some of the agricultural
ureas that had been set apart by the Govern-
ment. Ifthese farms were Lo be of any
educative value at all, they should be estabslih-
ed upon arens where the land was of the same
guality as the nvernge lands of the district.
With regard to what had been said about
purcaasing land for this purpose, there were
two aides to that question. It the Government
found it necessary to purchase private land
for the purposes of these experimental farms,
they would be proclaiming to the world that
wo have not a sufficient quantity of good land
available for further seftlement still in the
hunds of the Crown. 'Chey had henrd on very
good authority that we had any amount of
good land yet unoccupied and unalienated,
therefove if the Governwent—exerpt under
very exceptional cireumstances—were to pur-
chaso lands now in the hands of private
individuals for the purpose of establishing
Experimentnal Farms upon such lands, it
appeared to him they would be publicly pro-
claiming to the world that we had not so much
good land unalienated as we sometimes repre-
gented we had. He quite believed in the
establishment of an Experimental Farm; but
let it be truly experimental. If the Govern-
ment purchased the very best freehold lund
they cou'd obtain for this purpose, they would
be defeating the very olject in view in estab-
lishing these farma.

Ma. MARMION said he agreed with pre-
vious speakers, that an experimental farm, if
established, should be upcn land of the same
general character as that now opeu for pur-
chase or selection by new comers into the
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colony. If such a farm were started npon a | that would bocome availableforsettlement. No
piece of land which had been alienated from | doubt the attractions offered by our goldfields

the Crown, and which was of n ¢lass such as !

no intending settler conld purchase from the
Gaverzwett, of what practical use would such
an experiment be to intending settlers? He
quite admitted, and hud always said so when
he held the posilion of Minister of Lands, and
he was of the same opinion still, that there
was not in this nolony at the present time any
largo extent o] land of a first-class charncler
that was open for selection to new comevs.
He defied anyone to say to the contrary, or
that there existed in the colony auy large
areas of land, of n high clasa charucter, which
could be purchased by infending suttlers
That being the case, he submitted that the
efforts of the Government should be in the
divection of showing what can be done with
second-clasa land—land of an inferior churac-
ter—the average class of land now available
for selection by the new comer. Let the
Government, by means of their Experimental
Farms, demonatrate what thie class of land is
capable of.

Mr. PIESSE pointed out the necessity of
having these experimental farms in positions
casily accessible by railway, so that they
could be visited by those who were interested
in such experiments. He though this was
absolutely necessary, if these institutions were
to beof any educative vnlue. That being the
case, possibly it might be necessary for the
Governinent to purchase land for this pur-
pose, as there was probably no iand available
for such a purpose in the hands of the Govern-
meut, in the Eastern districts at any rate,
within eaay rench of Perth by rail. He could
not agree with the statement of the hon, mem-
ber for Fremantle that there was no unalien-
ated land in the colony suitable for agricul-
ture, (Me. Manuron: No large areas, Isaid.]
Thke hon. member, when in office, must have
been under a different impression, for he mosf
jealously guarded the lands of the colony, in
every possible way, aa if they were of extraor-
dinary value. He was rather surprised ntthe
hon. member’s change of front, wken he stated
there was no good Jand in the colony that had
not been alienated. He should like to tell the

hon. member to the coutrary, and that there”

were gtill large quantities of good land avail-
ablefor settlement.
present easily accessible ; but, taking into con-
sideration the railways that were being built,
he ventared to say that there were large areas

They might not be at

militated ngainst the extenvion of land sebtle-
went; but, when the present period of nnvest
subsided, he believed we should have a very
large amount of fresh settlement taking place,
and he thought it would be of » permancnt
charncter. With regard to advertiging our
Jands, he thought the expressed intention of
the Commissioner of Lands to appeint an ex-
perienced man to travel round the country,
giving every information b0 intending
gsettlers, would be as good o meana of
advertising our lands ns conld be ndopted.
He also thonght that, irrespective of this
gentleman, the Government should hnve at
the various centres of population in the
country districts, real, live, netive agents, who
would take some interest m the seftlement of
people on theland. They need not be officers
entirely employed in the Lands Department,
requiring lacge salnries, 90 long as they were
guitnble nand energetic men, they might bs
men ocoupyg some other poat in the service,
who would be satisfied with nlittle additional
salary. Aa to the necessity for further
surveys, he thought there was a large
quantity of land not yet taken up that had
alrendy been aurveyed. In fnct, much of the
land that had been surveyed was not suitable
for settloinent ; and it was to be hoped taat,
in the future, when any surveys were under-
taken, they would be upon lands that were
really snitable for ocuupation.

Mg, LEAKE, referring to Item § (Corres-
pondence clerk, £186), enid he understood
this officer had heen going through the severe
ordeal of quulifying himself as u shorthand
writer, and thut he had been s long $ime in
the service, TUnder tho circwunstances he
thought the proposed inecrease in his salary
{£15) was o very small increuse.

I'ug COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{(Hen. A, R. Richardson) thought it was a
fair increase. 'Jhey could not do these things
by leaps and bounds. Probably if the
Government had proposed a larger inecrense,
hon. membera would have opposed it. It
must be remembercd that you could not
inerease the salary of one efficer, without also
affecting those who were aboveand below him.
He hnd endeavored, in framing these
Estimates, to recognise the merits and the fair
and just claim of every officer in the depart-
ment. )

Me. SOLOMON thought that all the in-
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crenses proposed in this department were fair
and moderate, and he thought the head of the
departwent was to be commended for the
course he had ndopted, and that other heads
of departments should follow his example.

Me. WOOD said if the heads of all other
departments wounld follow the example of the
head of this particnlar department, he would
say “ Well done!™ But it secined to him that
the example was not followed, and that there
were serious irregularvities in the increnses of
salaries propesed in some of these depart-
ments, He thonght the scomer the betber
some definite system were adopted, regulating
these increnges. In some depariments they
saw tremendons iocreases; in others mone at
all. [t must be very dishenrtening to an
officer who had been iu the service for many
years, like the officer referred te Ly the hon.
memter for Albany, to find 2 man whe joined
the scrvice long after him transferred to
ancther department, where his salary was
raised at one jump by £70.

Mr. HOOLEY referring to the item * Col-
lector of Land Revenne, £385,” complained
that this officer only received an increase of
£10. TIn order to provoke discussion, he
wounld propuse that the amount be reduced
by £110.  There wus no more deserving officer
in the public service than this same officer,
and to give him & paltry incrense of
£10 on a salary of £375 was nothing
more than an insalt. [Ax Hon. MEMEBER:
He will pocket the ingult.] ‘This officer had
£40,000 or £50,000 of public money passing
through his hands yearly, and he was always
to be fonnd at hiz desk when you wunted
him.

Mr. R.F, SHOLL thonght there was a great
deal in the remarks of the hon. member for
West Perth (Mr. Wood) and of the hon. mem-
ber for the Murchison (Mr. Hooley), with
regard to the unfairness with which some of
the old officers in the service had been treated
‘in regard to their increnses. It was high
time gome definite system shonld he adopted
rogulating these increases, instend of their
being hrought ahout by favoritism and personal
influence.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hen, A, R, Richnrdson) said with
regurd to the incrense of £15 to the correspond-
ence clerk (referred to by the hon. member for
Albany), he might say that to have given this
officer alarger salary thao was now propesed
would have been toput him on a level with

|
(
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the chief ¢lerk; and no doubt the chief clerk
would then have hndsomething to say, and
wonld have considered himself hadly treated
unless he alsn got a rise.  He could only eny it
would beavery happy day for Ministere if
these matters were regulated by some aort of
system or fixed regulations, so that Ministers
might escape being bndgered to denth by this
officerand that officer for an increase of
salary.

Mr. GEORGE asked for rome explanation
asto Item 4G (Inspector of Mineral Mines,
£100.) He did vot know whether he was
correctly informed, hut he was told that this
officer had heen the wanager of a gold mine for
some time past. He was also informed thatthe
office waa 2 mere sinecure,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{(Ton. A. K. Richardeon) thought thia £100 was
looked upon more in the nature of a retaining
fee thon a salary. The dubies of this officer
was to report upon any lands applied for (in
the Northampton distriet chiefly), and advise
the Government as to whethersuch lands con-
tained minerals or not; and it wang very neces-
saxry to have o competent and reliable man to
mpke this ingpection, before the land applied
for was sold. Whether the office was drifting
into a sinecure or not he did not exactly know ;
but the item was one that had appeared on the
Estimates for a great many years.

Mg. RANDUELL understood this gentleman
was now up at Cue, managing some mines, and
this v~te looked very much like o pension or
guperannuation allowance, or as if the office of
Inapector of Mines was o sinecure. If there
waa really no necessity for his services, he
should thinlk it wonld be better to remove the
item from the Estimates.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) thonght
it might ng well be left there, as it would be
available for someone else, if the services of
the present holder of the office should not be
available. If he left the district and went
away to Cue, permanently, of course someone
else would have to be cployed.

Me. RANDELT, said if it was understood
that this officer would not be allowed to draw
the salary, unless he performed the duties of
the office, he would say no more about it. He
this item had heen
Tt wna
not desirable to lease mineral lands for agri-

" gultural purposes, if that conld be avoided.

There had not been mueh demand for the
gorvices of this adviser, apnd, attention having
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now been drawn to the item, he hoped the
Government wo..1d reconsider it.

Me. HOOLEY said the item was nnpeces-
gary and ought to be expunged. This expense
was for only one district (Northampton), and
this expert having been previously engnged
in mining himself in that distriet, the infer-
ence was that there wus not w single block of
mineral land there worth taking up for copper
or lead mining, becnnse if there was such this
expert would have taken it up himself yeurs
ago.

Thae I'REMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said

* copper or lead mining in that distvict did not
pay to work ot present.

M. MARMION said that, no matter how
rich the show of copper or lead on the surface
might be in this colony, the indunstry did not
pay at the present prices obtainable. This
officer had held the same position many years,
and when ablock of agricultural land in the
Northampton district was applied for, the
apphecation was sent to this officer, who re-
ported on it. [If minerals were reported to be
on the land, the application wns refused ; but
if reported otherwise, the upplication was dealt
with on its merita. He {Mr. Marmion) had pre-
viously considered this matter, when he was
Commissioner of Landsand had doubted whether
this old arrangemeni should continue, or
whether it would be cheaper to pay a high fee
to some expert for inspectivn upon each appli-
cation reccived. The Government felt con-
fidence 'in this officer, and 80 the system had
been continued.

Mz. GEORGE said the explanation did not
satisfy him; therefore he moved that the
item be struck ont. If this expert was at Cne
managiong mines for English companies, as he
(Mr. George) wns informed, then the expert
gonld not he on the spot for reporting on lands
in the Northampton distriet, and onght not to
receive thia salary.

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said if this
officer did not do the work he would not get
the salary.

Mg. GEORGE said such work us that re-
ferred to could rightly be dome by other
officers, who were in the Government service.

Tae PREMIER said those officers were on
the goldficlds.

Me. SIMPSON eaid that in the old days,
when Northampton was & large and active
mining settlement, people were npplying for
agricultnral land, and it was necessary, at that
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time, for the Government to have an expert
to advise them, so that wmineral land shounld
not ha taken up on the conditions which were
intended only for agricaltural land. Under
the changed circomastances of that distriet.
this system of dealing with the land was not
working well. There was no bright outlook
for copper or lead-mining, ni present:
tharefore could mnot the surface be
used for agriculturnl purposes, in the
meantime, as any minerals that were
there would not run away? Such o method
had been adopted in other countries, where
mining of this kind had ceased to be payalile,
Some few complaints had been mnade to him
by people who wanted to take up land in par-
ticular purts of the Northampton district, for
agricultural porposes, but whose applications
were refused by the Departinent, because the
blocks were said to contain lead. The Com-
mwissioner of Crown Lands might make some
wiser arrangement for dealing with these so-
called mwineral lands, and, after what had
been said, the matter might well be left to the
Commissioner.

Motion, to strike out Item 44, put and
negatived.

Mz, RANDELL, roferring to (vem 84
(Burveys, £10,000), asked how the money was
to be expended.

M=. PTESSE, referring to Item 76 (in-
spector of conditional purchase and home-
steads lands, £300), asked whether one in-
spector wonld be sufficicnt for the waole
colony. A great deal of improvement work
waa being done on lands taken up, und, to
ensnre o due performance of the conditions,
the inspection should necessarily he thorough.
This one inspector would have to travel over
a vast extent of agrienltaral country Loetween
Northampton iu the north and Albany in the
south ; and as there had beem so mueh im-
poeition practised on the Lands Department,
Ly persons giving false certifientes asto the re-
quired improvements on their neighbors’ selec-
tiong having been duly complied with, there
should now be no risk of that deception heing
repeated, and, to prevent such practices in the
future, the inspection should ve thoreugh. He
was sure the present inspector, whe had
already done much good work, was perform-
ing the duty in an admirable way. The effect
of the new and stricter systems was folt
beneficinlly already, by encournging those who
were houest, and preventing others who might
be inclined to evade the Regulations from
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doing s0, by keeping them ap to the con-
ditions. The oculy doubt was whether one
ing) ector wounld he sufficient for doing properly
all that ought to be done in the way of
thorough ingpection.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hoo. A. B. Richardson) said it wae ioo enrly
after the new aystem was ivaugurated to
arrive at o conclusion on the point stated,
beecamse, ns the inspector had started so
recently, the department did not expect him to
catch ap, at once, with all the work thuat
needed to be done for the proper inspection or
improvements on the lands taken up. If,
however, the work in future omigrew the
inspector’s time and energies, the advisubility
of appointing another inspector would lLe
considercd. In the North the Government
had u surveyor who acted as inspector of im-
provements in that part of the colony’ and
had made very relinble reports. The reports ns
to improvements made, when received now,
weare scrutinised very closely, and were not
accepted so readily ns were such reports in the
old days. Replying to the question asked by
the hon. member for Perth, ng to how the
money to be voted for surveys was to be ex-
pended, he said there was nothing apecial te
state in explanaftion, beyond the necessity for
keeping up with the surveys where selecti o
had taken place before surveys were made;
algo where fresh areaz had to be surveyed,
town sites would have to be laid out.

Mz, CONNOR, reforring to [tem 85 (rent
of Photo-lithogyaphic Office, Pier-street, £150 ;
last year £90), said this was a substantial in-
creaso which should be explained.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said the
reason for the incrensed rental was that the
Government had arranged for a long lease of
these premises, because, as the printing of
maps snd plang regquired by Lhe Lands aad
Mines Offices woa increasing very greafly in
awmonnt, delay was caused by the want of fur-
ther facilities for doing the work, especially
the lurge umount required for the goldfields,
and some additions to the lithographic
printing office were necessary.  Before mak-
ing these additions and extensions the Govern.
ment had arranged to take a lease of the pre-
miges in Pier-street for 21 years, nnd hence the
increase in the rental required by the owners.

Me. CONNOR said it would pay the
Government better o bay a pieco of land for
erecting new offices, rather than take 2
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building lease. Thia rent at £150 u year,
estimnted on the basis at which money could
Le borcowed in England, say 3} per cent.,
would cover the ¢ost of o suitable piece of
land, as well as the buildings to be put on it.
Without wishing to be obstructive, he moved
that the item be struck out. He moved this
merely to keep himself in order.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said he was inclined to
agree with the hon. memnber's objection. He
asked whether the Government were cow-
mitfed to this burgain.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
silid the Government had agreed to take the
lease for 21 years.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the Government
¢ould buy land cheap enough and erect their
own buildings on it. If the Government were
not bound to take the lease, he wounld support
the motion for striking out the item.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN L.ANDS
(Hon. A. B. Richardson) said these offices for
the lithographing of maps and plans were
required to be near the Lands Office, ag the
communication was so frequent. Land for
building new offices could beobtained elsewhere,
but the present premises, which had been
rented for the purpose many years past, conld
be utilised for adding some additional print-
ing facilities at half the cost that would be
necessary on & new site, farther away. To
place these offices further away would be most
ingonvenient, The arrangement made was
not satisfactory in all respects, but the Gov-
ernment had now obtained a long lease of
these premises.

Mr, WOOD asked if there were conditions
in the lease requiring that buiidings of a
perticular description must be erected. '‘The
increased rental scemed to bo ontru.geon.a ag
a ground rent.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. B. Richardson) said the block was
valuable, on account of ita central positinn.
He belicved there were not any conditions in
the lease aa to the crection of particular
buildings.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said the object of
having these lithographic offices near to the
Lands Office was likely to be defeated, because
the time was not fur distant when the whole
of the prescnt block, known ma the Public
Offices, would be required for the inerenaing
business of the Postal, Telegiaphic, and Tele-
phonic department alone. 'I'he growth of this
country would zoon dewand this extension of



Estimates 1895-6.

.‘Public Offices in Perth, and the Government
shenld consider whether they ahonld not fix
upon some land of their own for new Public
Offices, with a view of erecting all the offices
together, aa some guch re-arrnngement wonld
be absolutely necessary before long. [t would
be a mstake to lease thizs land and erect
buildings ou it, a8 the land was church
property, and could not he acquired. The
Government shonld take a grip of the future
of this country, and arrange their plans for s
tuture group of Public Officus, in view of the
evident growth of the capital city. 'Ihere
had been instructive experience elsewhere, and
the elfect of the rapid growth of a
colony had been that the Public Build-
ings had to be re-arranged, snd placed
together near to the Parlinment Honses.
HWe was sure that, before long, the present
gite of the Legisiative Amsscmbly Chamber
would not long continue to be the site of a
Parliament House; also fhat the present
group of Public Offices would be reguired for
keeping pace with the increasing business of
the Post Office and its ullied departments.
The Government depnxtments would be abso-
hately erowded ont, dircetly, with the expand-
ing business of the country, and it was time
the Government began to think, firstly, as to
where the Parlinment Houses of the future
shonld be located, and, having fixed apon that
site, they should arcoudiy get possessed of
sufficient land near it, and locate the whole of
their Public Offices together. ''he present
site of the Public Oflices and of the Assembly
Chamber was not going to be the centre of
the fature capital city, by a long way,
and it was assless to go on 6rying to group
the Public Buildings round the Town Hall of
Perth,

Mg, SOLOMON supported the suggestion
a3 to building on Crown land instead of leas.
ing land to build on. It had becn a mistake
in the past for the Government. under the old
system, to alienate all the choico blocka of
Jand in the towns of the colony. Passibly
there was the temptation of being able to ob-
tain money, when public funds were scarce,
by selling blocks of town !ands. Bat he urged
that the present Government should, while
blocks in towns could be got at a reasonable
price, obtain such land ns might be required
for public purposes. [t w:us hard vo say what
the vilue of such blocks might rise to, within
twenty yoenrs, with the population increasing
&0 rapidly.
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Me. RANDELLW said that if the contemplated
leage was not completed, it should not be ear-
ried further. He could not compliment the
Government on the arraggement referred to,
because the site of the lithographic offices was
in ncramped position, there not being space
for large buildings on the site, and it would
noi be good policy to erect buildings there on
& lease for 21 yenrs. He suggested that the
lithographic printing department should be
located nlong with the newly built Govern-
meni Printing Office at the corner of Mackie
and Goderich-streets; and aa this Printing
Office must soon be further extended, the
land svailable in that locality would epable
the Government to erect buildings of con-
giderable size, in a central part of Perth.

Toe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he did not now remember the particulars of the
lease, but these premises wers hired yeara ago ;
that all the lithographic and photographic
appliances were there, in working order; and
that to move these to n new site and erect
buildings on the new site would be inconvenient
and expensive, a3 compared with the present
arrangement for leasing the ground and svect-
ing some temporary buildings on it, He did
not think the incrensed rental was bigh for
the sitwation of the land and the good building
cnit, together with the extensions which the
Government had made for meeting the grow-
ing requirements. It wna not intended,
under the new arrangewment, to pull
down the present substantial building, nor
to expend alot of money in making further
exiensions on land helonging to other persoms.
The Government had tried to wake a more
econowmical bargain, but were mnot able to do
80, and he did not think that £150 a yesr was
an cxcessive rent, in comparison with the
valoe of other properties centrally situnted.
It would ha better if the Government could

_own the land ; but that not being practicable

in this cass, us the land belonged to the church
property, and this site being wmost convenient
for the lithographic printing that was re-
quired hy the Lande Department, the Govemn-
ment desired to continue the use of the site,
secured nnder lease. Although he was willing
to defer to the opinion of the hon. member for
West Perth (Mr. Wood) as to the value of
land, yet this rent did not appear excessive,
under existing circumstances. The (Govern-
ment, in years past, hnd spent a good deal on
thia land to ndapt it to the reqnirements, and
all that past expenditure on buildings would
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be lost if the applinnces were removed to a
new gite. If, at a future time, removal to a
larger site was found necessary, this leasehold
could be sub-let for as much as the Govern-
ment were paying in rent. If these premises
were put in the market to-morrow, there would
be no difficulty in getting a tenant at £150 a
year. It was not so much the amount of
rental, as the convenience of the site, that
commended the arrangement to the Govern-
ment.
At 6,30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair.
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! site for erecting new huildinge when required ?

He helieved the Lands Department would
algo have to be moved tn n new site, within
a few yenrs, to make room for the growing
requirements of another department, so that
the alleged convenience of having the litho-

. graphic printing office near the present Landa

Office could no continue long.
Mz. LEAKE opposed the item, and agreed

- with the arguments urged ngainst the lensing

At 7.30 p.m. the Chairuan resnmed the .

chair.
Mz. GEORGE, resuming the discussion on

of private premises in Pier-street. Chiefly, he
disapproved of the principle of the Govern-
ment taking an improving lease of any per-
son’s ground, and afirmed that the Govern-

. ment should build orly on their freehold.

Mr, Connor's motion to strike ont Item B85,

gaid the property in question had a frontage
of 50 ur GO feet in Pier-street; and, capitalis-
ing the rentnal of £150 a year, the capital value

The Commitiee knew how lavishly inclined
a Government was likely to be, when putting

" up buildings to snit any departmental reguire-

of the land would be £50 or £60 per foot

frontage. Therefore he would ask those who
undaratood the value of land in Perth, whether
thia land in Pier-street could, by any means,
be said to be worth £50 or £60 per foot front-
age. He very much questioned ir. He also
questioned whether the convenience of the
proposed site was so great ns had been stated.
Did this arrangement include a right-of-way
from the Lands Office through the Cathedral
yard to these oftices? [Tne CowMMIsSSIONER
oF CrowN Lawpa: Yes] If the Govern-
wment began to make further extensions
on this land, such expenditure from lime
te time might ultimately reach a large
amount, and, atthe end of the 21 years,
the officinl contention wouald probably be that
as 8¢ much money had been expenled by the
Government in adapting these premises to
their growing requirements, the Government
should then ag¢quire the frechold. "T'hat beiny
the proapect, why not negotinte for the pur-
chase right away? [THE COMMISRIONER OF

Carown Laxps: So we have, but cannot get it.]

Then was it not possible to find some ground
equally suitable, available for purchase, in
the vicinity of this leased land ? [I'ne Com-
missloNER OF CrOowN Laxnps: No.] But
if the Government had looked round
for such land, they c¢omld find it.

The lithographic printing ofice might he

located conveniently in or wear the Govern-
ment Printing Office, that heing o huge new

building which he did not think was yet fully '

oeenpied. Could not thia department he
ocated in that large building, temporarily,
until the Government could find a suitable

ments.  ‘I'he Government bnildings were
always far more substantinl than those put up
by private parsons; and it would be improving
this property beyond all reasonable limits to
adopt the method proposed in this item. A
lease of 21 years was too short in the case of a
Government, wherens o lease of 99 years in
such acase would have somcthing to com-
mend it. By the time this lease of 21 years
expired, the Government would probabiy find
they could not do without the site, and might
have to pay * through the nose” for their own
improvements, He agreed with the cbjeetion
that the proposed rent wns excessive. It was
equal te 5 per cent. on a capital of £3,000,
which appeared to be the full value of the
land at present. It would be a dangerons
precedent to lease this Iand for 21 years, and
improve the reversion for the benefit of other
persons. FPui a new building on Government
land, if necessary ; and, if the Government
had not sufficient lfand, let them aequire more
He was never opposed to the Government in
accquiring valuable sites. The manuer in
which the Crown lands had been parted with
in the towns of this colony, was open to grave
criticism, to sny the leastof it. 1f this coun-
try was bound to advance, as they believed it
must do, the present central sites in  Perth
would not, in future years, be anything like
lIarge enough for the necessities of the Govern-
ment departments. Moreover, the site in Pier-
street was almost too valuable for the pro-
posed purpose. He hoped the maver would
call for a division on the motion, if necessnry.
Mr. ILLINGWORTH gaid the Government
hnd lately acquired a piece of land adjoining
the Printing Office in Mackie-street, tho vete
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for which wns passed at the previous sitting,
and he knew there wa-, ndjoining the same
land, another block open $o purchase, very

much more suitable for the lithographie
printing office than the one which the
Government proposed to lense. This block

could be purchased within the figures pro-
posed in this item; a larger aren than the
land in Pier-street, and much more con-
venient for the purpose. The Government
Ioans were obtainnble at 3} per cent.;
therefore, for £130 a yenr the Government
would practically be paying £4,500, if capi-
talised, for the Jand in Pier-street. If this
land weve frechold property, it might be ac-
quired by the Crown at a future date, in which
case there might be some excuse for proposing
to put substantinl buildings on the leased
land ; but this being church property, could
never hecome the property of the Crown,
without an Act of Parlinment, Therefore, it
wag unwise for the Government to propose to
build on land which could never become
Crown propetty. ‘The land he had sug-
gested, near the Government Printing Office,
would be far preferable, and the Govermment
ought to acquire it. The Government shonld
explain, also, what buildings they proposed to
erect on this leased land.  If the Government
begen building there at all, the increasing ne-
cessitiez wounld compel them to go on until the
buildings might amount to a considerable
valwo. He was surprised that the Governme it
should think of taking this unwise step.

Mg. HOOLEY opposed the proposal to build
on leasad Innd, and said suitable sites countd be
purchased at a fair valuation at present. To
carry out the proposal in the iten would be an
not of folly which no private individual would
perpetrate.

Me. CONNOR said that, in first drawing at-
tention to this item, he did not know whether
the property referrcd to was church property
or who owned it. But the debate whioh had
ensned would be a bencfit to the country. If
now buildings were to be erected on this leased
land, they would then be ob a larger seale, to
meet the growing requirements; so that,
practicalty, the small erections previonsly put
up by the Government would have to come
down, and there would be no snviog in that, as
compared with the erection of proper build-
ings on a new site. He agreed that the litho-
graphic department should be loeated in or
near to the lately erected Printing Office in
Mackie-street.

[29 AvevusT, 1895.]

Unless some declaration was |

Estimates 1895-6, i

made by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, as
head of this department, that the Government
would not ecarry out the arrangement as to
erccting huildings on leased land, he must
press the motion to o division.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
hon. members should look at the proposal ina
reagonable light. He did not understand that
there wis any intention to put np expensive
buildings, but only to mnke extensions of a
temporary character, to snit the requirements
of the department. The cobvenience of the
site, with the existing facilities, was the main
recommendation. The Church trnstees could
get as much rental from obthers for these
premises; and it was really with a view of
meeting the wishes of the Goveroment that
thie arrnngement was made for leasing the
premises. So far as he and the Government
were concerned, he nssured the Commitiee
there was no intention to expend much public
woney in building large premises om this
leased land, but that only such temporary
additions wonld be made as would meet the
requirements of the depurtment. There were
no building conditions in the lease.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH gaid he could lease to
the Government a bigger piece of land,
opposite the Government Printing Office, at
£100 a year, for 21 yeara.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
if the Government were bound by this lease,
he folt sure there would be no difficulty made
by the Church trustees as to releasing the
Government from the bargnin. In waking
this arrangement, the Government tried to
do the best they could in the public interest,
apd pot with a view to benefiting any indi-
vidual, 'These premises had been rented by
the Government during the last nine or ten
years; a glass house, for photographing, had
been erected on the land; and this, with the
other extensions, had cost £200 or £300 dur-
ing that period. Having tbe convenisnces
there now in working order, it would be
economical and convenient to continue the
use of these premises, by making such further
temporary additions as might be required
from time to time. If hon. members would
leave the motter in the hands of the Govern.
ment, be wag sure the Commissioner of Crown
Lands would try to reduce the term of ocen-
pation to a few years, and the Government
would undertake not to expend money on
permanent improvements. It was in accord
with his (the Premier's) wish that no large
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improvewents should be made on vented land
that did net helong to the Government. LE
hon. members would accept that view, the
Government would do what they could to
carry out the evident wish of the House, which
waa in accord with his own wish, and that of
the Government.

Mz. B. F. SHOLL said it was no argument
for the Government to say they would reduce
the length of the lease to a few ‘years, if they
ware going to pay £150 u yeur us rental,

Tue PREMIEK (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
what he meant was that, as the requirements
of the Departinent incrensed in future, the
pluce would net be sufficient. 1t had been
more the wish of the Government than of the
church trustees, thut the term of lease should
be long. After hearing the viewa of hon
members, he thought it would be betier for
the Govermwent to arrange for acquiring «
suitable picce of ground on which to erect
buildiegs, rather than continue the use of
these rented premises, beenuse there must he
some expenditure for mwaking the premises
suitable for present requirements,

Mer, RANDELL, referring again to the
suggestion that the Government should uc-
quire sites in eligible Jocalities, with . view
to future public requirements, said it was to
be hoped the Government would nol enter
rashly into the land market. The result of
the present discussion wus to indicate clearly
the desire of the House that the Government;
should secure ¢ligible siles, and to keep their
eyes open for opportunities. He wonld like to
ses the Government nequire the whole of the
lund, from the Printing Office in Mackie-street
to the Hospital in Goderich-street, for public
purposes,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF (ROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R, Richnrdson) suid that, in
meking additions to meet requirements for
some yenrs, it was not thought desirable to go
further without obtaming a leuse of the
ground, He reckoned that, by the end of 21
years, the saving effected by this arrangement
would pay for the additional buildings over
and over again. The convenience of the site,
with the existing applinneces in working order,
nnd the smnall expenge that would suffice to
extend thew, had induced the Government to
enter into this arrangement.

Me. HASSELL argued that the Government
should purchase suitable sites in the older
towns, in view of the increasing regnirements
for public purposes.

[ASSEMBLY.)

|
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Tuz PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, while ngreeing with the suggestion made
by several mewmbers, it would be a dungerons
busziness for the tiovernment to purchase land
in varioua parts, for possible future ase. 1'he
Government might be met in this House with
un adverse motion disapproving of particaler
purchases, The Government must move
gufely, when they did move in this direction;
for, if they went into the market to Lay land
at high prices, they might be teld they had no
busincss to do it, nnd might be nccused in this
House of having made purchases for the
purpose of benefiting particular persons. The
Government had lately ventured to buy a
property adjoining the Printing Officein
Mackie-street. While agreeing as to the
desirability of purchusing lund for public
purposes, he had sowe misgiving abont making
purchases without having first obtauined the
approval of Parlinment, unlegs the land was
placed under offer in u proper way, ns wae
done in the purchase of Foint Wulter and the
Recreation Ground at Fremantle. He did not
think the Government would tuake the responsi-
bility of purchusing Iand, unless in exceptional
cases.

Tue CHalrMaN said the discussion on the
ttem was Lecoming too discursive.

Mz. WOOD, after the explanation given by
the Premier, withdrew his opposition to the
item.

Mg. CONNOR suid the Govermuent had
not yeb given o definite promise thut they
would not lense this land and erect public
buildings on it.

Tue 'REM1ER {(Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said he
would promise that no money should be spent
on buildings of u permanent charucter on this
land, and also that he would do his best to
reduce the term of the lease. Some tem-
porary additions would he necessary, for
carrying on the work a short time. What-
ever the Government did in this way would
be in the public interest. The business was
growing, especially in the Mines and Works
Departments, and as all the lithographic
privting was done for these departments, ex-
tended facilties were necessary. M land were
purchased for this purpose, 12 or 18 months
wounld be peeded for completing the new
buildings and equipment, so that rome tem-
porary provision must be mnde in the mean-

time, to meet urgent requirements. In a
mutter of administration like this the
House might fairly assist the Govern-
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ment, when satisfied that the Government
did not intend to do anything that was irre-
gulur or unreasonable. He thought the lease
could be reduced tov a terw of two or three
yuirs, without ditliculty. “I’here had been some-
thing like a storm in a teapot over this
watter, ae if the Government were trying to
do something that wus not im the public in-
terest.  ‘l'o buy liud pear the Public Ooffices
would take a lot of money. [Mr. ILLING-
wWORTH : 1t will take more money, by and by.)
He thought that a site would bave to be
sought further awny, and the inconvenicnce
of distan¢c would have to be put up with. He
had often thought the lithographic printing
might be done near the Governwent Printing
Office, though that lecality would be less con-
venient. He hoped there would not be a
division over this item. If hou. mewmbera
would state what they objected to, he would
endeuvor to weet theiv wishes,

[29 Avgust, 1895,

|

Me, SOLOMON said there was no wish to

hawper the Government, but the cesire was
that any public buildings should be evected
only on Urown lands. 'I'o shorten the lease
would reduce its vulue, us these premises
might, when no lunger required by the Goveran-
wenl, be sub-ley for, perhaps, £2500 year.

Mg, SIMPSON suid this was wn instance of

the grossest mdadministration that hoad oe-
curred right through the Bstimutes, They
were first told there was nu improving lease;
then that it was not an improving lease; and
uow the head of the Depurtment
these building
for coping with the increasing requirements,

The Ministry had made o bad bargain. [I'me
CommIssIONEE  OF Crown Lanpa: We
could make £500 profit out of the
leass, rtight away.] Ah, but if Lhe

Government had not got a lease yet, how
could they make £300 out of it? If the
Government hud got a lease, they should
abide by it. 'The sttitude of the member for
‘West Perth, in first opposing the leuse as an
sbsurdly, high price and now approving of it,
wus peeuliar.  The Hounse would be doing its
duty to the country by ingisting thuat this sort
of bad bargain shouid not be made. ‘The
Departwent might go on cxtending the pre-
sent building wntil it rezembled 2 Chiuese
pagoda, and at the end of the lease the Church
trustees might then let it out as a Chinesc
joss house. .

Me. R, ¥. SHOLL said there wounld not be

caid -
exfunsions were necessary -

wuch objection, if the Government removed
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the impression that expensive huildings might
be evected on this lensed Innd. That being
80, he was quite prepared to meet the Govern-
meant in the matter.

Mg WOOD, in reply to remarks made by the
hon. incmber for (ieraldton, said that he with-.
drew his oppoasition after the satisfactory ex-
planation given by the Government. ‘I'hat
explanation satisfied him, though it might not
satisfy the hon. member lor Geraldton, who
would do anything in the world to get an ad-
verse vote against the Government.

Tue CuareMan said the hon. member
went a little too fur in stating that the hon.
member for Geraldton would do anything to
getan adverse vote uguinst the Government.

Me. WOOD apologised for having used the
expression.

Mz REANDKELL, said the assurances givenhy
the Government were satisfactary to him, and
he did nol wish to hawper them. "This ques-
tion had raised important isswes, and he
thonght the Government now realised the
position.

Me. CONNOR said he conld not grasp that
any practical auswer had been given by the
Govermmnent. If, however, the owners would
accept the snme rent us last year, £00, he waa
prepared Lo alter his motion to that effect.

Mg, MARMLION agreed with the remarks of
the last speaker, and said there was involved
the principle that the Government should not
spend public money in erecting Luildings oa
leased land., The Premier’s promise would
be kept, but it should Le more definite; other-
wise he {Mr. Marmion) would vote for striking
ont the item.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) said it would be
hardly reasonable to expect the Church
trustees to let this property at the same
rental as lasl year, when they knew they
could get more for it. Must the printing
plant he turned out of the premises because
this House refused to vole n sufficient sum for
the rental 7 ‘The lithographie printing could
pnot be finished quick enough for present
requirements, and some extension of the
applinnces was indigpensable. Tweo or three
hundred pounds mighs suflice for this purpose
for the next seven or eight years. ‘The
Premier baving promised that no substantial
buildings should be erected on this land, that
promise should satisfy the Houze.

Me. ILLINGWORIH said this question
was not one of administration, on which they,
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might irust the Govermment, but cne of ;
The Government should acquiren |
sitec at once mear the Printing Office, with a

principle.

view to erecting substantial buildings on it.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Have you got
any forsale there ?

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : No ; I have not.

Me, GeEorGE: Ia that insinuation, thrown
out by the Attorney-General, in order ?

Mz ILLINGWORTH said that, although
the Government had, or fancied they had, 99%
per cent. of the wisdom of the country on
their side of the House, there was at leust an
odd three-guarters per cent. on the other side.
[Tue Premiee : We will give yon more than
that.] As the Government could not Luy
this land, they should buy other Jund for the
purpose, at once. He usked the House to
enter its protest against the proposal in this
itom,

Mr. HOOLEY, ufter hearing the explana-
tion given by the Premier and the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, was satisfied that
what the Government would do would be in
accord with the wishes of the members of the
House, and he would withdraw any objection
he had raised to the item.

Mr. LEFROY regarded the question as
having really been narrowed down to one of
rent, together with an apparent desire on the
part of some hon. members to harass the
Government. The Government represented
the House, and should not be placed in an
awkward position on this matter. Tt had
alrendy been said that any agreement on this
matter was not irrevocable, and the FPremicr
had promised that he would do his utmost,
not only to obviate the necessity for a twenty-
one years' lease, put also to get the agreement
absolutely withdrawn, There was ne question
of the necessity for this photo-lithographic
establishment, and if buildings had to be used
rent would have to be paid. Seeing the diffi-
culty the Government might be in if the vote
was not passed, and after the assurnneces given
by the Ministry, he thought the matter was
one that could well be left in the hands of the
Government. Certnin members, however, pre-
ferred not to lovk at the reasonable side of the
matter, 50 long as a chance remained for
barassing the Governweunt. The House had
no right whatever to take a course which
would create dificulty in this particular
establishment, or place obstacles in the way of
the Government.

Me. KANDELL would like to correct the

[ASSEMBLY.)
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impression in the wind of the hor. member
for Geraldton, which was that this property,
being c¢hurch lund, could not be alicnated.
The fact was that somne hon, members knew of
instances where church lands had lDeen
alicnated. However, they did not want this
land alienated. It was the very thing they
did not want the Government to do. ‘They
objected to the property altogether, hecuusa
it wag toe small, badly situated, and incon.
venient for the Government to fake it fora
term.

Me. LEAKLE wondered if wembers folly
realised the position they were drifting to in
this subject. It appearcd to him that all that
was rvequired at any time was for the Premier
to give an assuvance that snch and such u thing
would be done, and that, therefore, nothing fur
ther should be said nbout the matter, and that
anything like debate should be avoided. This
was not the correct view of their duty.
Surely the principle involved in the discussion
this evening wua Huportant, and directed to
show the Government, that the louse did not
approve of the Government leasing land for
the purpose of improving it. So far the cowm-

_ mittee had not got the assurance of the Pre-

mier that, in defercnce to the wish of members,
the Governmeut would not build on this
blogk. Uniortunately it appeared as if there
wus aslight varisnce of opinion on this wmatter
between the Premier und the Connaissioner of
Lands. [Tue PrRemER: Not o bit of it.]
Most distinetly there wus., Latlier in the
evening the Commissioner of Lunds had in-
formed them thatthe land was required,arpd
the Government had entered into a 21 years
lease of it, and intend to erect neceseary build-
ings. An interesting piece of ly-play
was not observable perhaps to the mem-
bers on the Governwent side of the
House; but those on the opposite side
of the Chamber could see it. After the
Commissioner of Lands had explained his in-
tentions, quits a number of members were
ready fo attack him; but, in the course
of the dclate, the Premier cume in,
and afterwards 1ose, and informed the
Committee that no woney would be expended
in the wanner suggested.  Subsequently the
Conmmissioner of Taads had infurmed the Cow-
wittes that it was not intended to spend more
thun £300 or £400 upon these buildings. In
the fuce of this, how could it be said that it
was not inlended to wprove this land at the
Governmenl expense ?  lerein lay the prin.
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ciple members were protesting against nmow. | areduction of thetenancy, and he believed they

So far as only spendivg & small amount on
these building> waaconcerned, they might be
surc the Government architect would act up
to his reputation. He wus not lkely to
build a lean-lo, when, having carte blunche,
there was room for art nond embellishment to
be indulged. Were they to be guided Ly the
merely verbal asgurance of one member of the
Ministry, when they krew the Minister in
charge of the department thought differently
on the matter to the Premier. 1t was not
fuir to introduce such a system into political
business. [tHe Premmer: What do you
wnnt ?]  ‘They wanted wore than o verbal
assurauce from the Premier, in face of the
expressed determination of his collengune in
the Lunds Department, Tt was u little below
the dignity of the Government to thus attewpt
to impose on the supposed or implied intel-
ligence of hon. wwoembers. T'here was n big
princip'e involved in this wabter, and it hon.
metnbers were going to acerept such o system
of ndministration, they weould, in the futwre,
have the Premier coming down with his Esti-
mutes und saying, “Here are the printed
Estimates; 1 give hon. members an assurance
that the meney is reguired, und will be spent.
Plense pass them,” and hon, members would
awccept the assurnnce, and comply with the
request.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) would |

like to muke ¢lear what it was the Government
weant. Some hon, mewnbers did not seem to
understand what had already been said, First
of all, it should be recollected that this piece

of land had been in Lhe possession ofjthe Gov-

ernment for the last thirteen or fiftecn
years. [t was being rented when he was
Commissioner of Lands in 1883, and had been

used ever since for the purposes for which it -

wus required. The members of the Govern.
ment were quite at one with the hon. members
on the point that public money should not
be spent on the ereetion of bu lWings on
private land. The Government did not in-
tend to do any building if they could possibly
uvoid it. At any rate, the buildings would be
of no importance. Yo far as permanent im-
provements were concerned, the Government
did not istend to spend inoney, unless the
Luildings were on lund imlonging to the
Crown. Sowme temporary additiens would
have to be made in order to meet the require-
ments of the service. The Government, how-
ever, would do everything possible to sucure

would suceeed in this effort. It had not been
the desire of ‘the owners of the land to lease
this to the Government for a long period,
Lut the desire of the Government itself, for
the reuson that it was thought te be more
convenient, nnd more in the interests of
the colimy. He bhad npot the siightest
donbt they would ke able to reduce the term
to o yenror two, and, during that time, the
Government could try and make permanent
provigion for this reanch of the public
service. Hs trusted this assurnnce would be
subisfactory to the hon, member for East
Kimberley, and that he would now be able to
withdraw his motion. IF the Government had
not been acting in the way some hon. mem-
bers desirel, they had at least been acting im
the interests of the colony. Everyone of his
colleagues was equally wdverse with him to
speunding movey on other people’s praperty
Whatever might be the case of private iu-
dividuals was not the case of a Governwent,
and he fully recognised it was not wise for
the Government to erect buildings, or spend
alarge sourt of meney on land not belong-
ing to the Crown; but neither of these things
was going to bedone. Whatever was dome
would be of a temporary charatcter. The place
had been rented, in the firat instance, because
there was a large building used as & school-
roow adjoining it, hecause it was close to the
Loands Oftice, and becunuse it was the most
suituble place that could be F-and for this
branch of the service at the time. The iwm-
provementa wounld be of a teinporary character
only, until the Government could find o per-
manent hebitation Ffor thia office.  The
Government guite recognised that it would
be undesirable to spend a large som of money
on leused lund, nnd did not intend to do it
He hoped the explanntion would be satis-
factory to the hou. member for East Kimher-
ley.

Mr. CONNOR felt himsell to be in tha
sauue position as he woa at first. They wero
told that no expensive building would le
eracted, but the Premier had not given thewn
his definition of an expensive building. They
had not been told definitely whether there
was already & lease, or whether there was ta be
one. [THE PrREMIER: | suid we would try
to vreduce the term.] Trying to reduce the
term was not  satisfuctory to him,
While on this subject, he desired to draw
attention to the fact that whenever an
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hon. member on either side of the House held
an opposite view to the Government, nembers

[ASSEMBLY.}

all rvund the House were with him untila .

member of the Government gobt up and said
the Governmeut did not want whatever waos
propesed. Then u wave went round the
Holsge, and there was an imwediate set made
against the motion, and the mewmber wheo
brought it Fforward.
warm supporier of the Governinent, as they
thewselves knew, but he was not going to be
led outside of his duty, and what be believed
was justice to the country.

Porsonally he was o |

Estimales 1895-G,

Avys, ! Nogs.
Mr. George Myr. Burt
Me. Hlingworth Mr. Cookworthy
Mr, Leake Sie Jolin Furrest
" Mr. Mannion Mr. Hassell
Mr, Stmpson Mr. Hooley
Mr. Solomon Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Conuor (Teller). Mr. Philtips
Mr. Piesse
I Mr. Randell
Mr. H. W. Sholl
¢ Mr. R. F. Sholl
1 Mr. Throssell
Mr. Veun
Mr. Wood
Mr. Richardson
(Luller.)

In addition to :

this there was algo an iden in the minds of !

some hon. members that any oppusition was
personal. ['THE PrEmigEr: Oh,ne] Itecame
with rather a had grace from tha late Whip to
the Opposition for him to suggeat that the
opposition to this item was only with the
object of bharassing the Governwment, and it
wag not true. It had been necessary to bring
this matter forward. [Tne PrEmer: What

Government to say they would neither build
on this land or enter into a lease of it. He
was quite prepared to amend his proposal
in favor of reducing the Estimates to the
original amount so that time would be given
for alterations to be made for providiuy o
permanent building on Crown Land for thie
department,

Me. SIMPSON would like to0 ask the Com-
misgioner of Crown Lands one guestion, was
there any agreement?

Tug COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, R. Richardson): There is no agrec-
ment in writing.

Mg. CONNOR in view of this wus prepured
to amend his proposal with the olject of
reducing the Estimates by £60, thus making

it £100as agaiust £90 for the previous year.

By leave of the Committue,Mr. Connor with-
drew his amendment, and then moved that
the vole be reduced by £50.

Question—That the item be reduced Ly
£50.
The Cowmittee divided, as follows ;—

Ayes ... P
Noes ... .15
Majovity against .. 9

Amendwent negatived.

Me. GEORGE enquired with regard to the
provision on the Estimates for thie examination
of licensed surveyors. He noticed the
amount previously voted had not been
expended.

ThHe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardeon), explained
that this was due to the fact that no examina-

. tions had been held, but it hought ad-
do you want us to doj He wanted the ' oos Bad been held, bub it was thought ad

vieable to retain the vote.

Vote put and passed.

Fisheries, £1,250.

Mg, RANDELL drew the nttention of the
Comumissioner of Lands to tho fact thut some
time ago considerable discussion had been
going on in the newspapers with respect to
the Tospector at Sharks bBay, aod he would
like to know whether the Government had had
this matter under thuir consideration, He
should also like somme information us to the
suecess or olherwise of the attewnpts in the
acclimatisation of fresh water fish and for
restoring the oyster beds, .

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson), replied
that in counection with the first guestion,
there had heen whole volumes of correspond-
ence gone into wost carefully, but the
evidence was of too comflicling a character
to warrant any decisive step heing taken.
Many of the residents who compluined of thia
official had stultified themselves by at first
signing a pefition against the Inspector, and
then signing one which declured that he was
all that he should be. Besides this, Mr.
Saville-Kent, to whose opinion the Govern-
mepnt naturally paid considerable deference,
had taken the part of the Inspector. and
indicated it in many ways. There were
many complaints, but he (Mr. Richardson)
wag not prepared to say how far they had
been substantiated. It was atmost inposrible
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from the conflicting nature of the testimony,
to ascertain the ccal state of affuirs. How-
ever, tha officer now appeared to be doing
really good work under the instruclions of
Mr. Kent, and was going on very satisfactorily.
Attempts had been made to transplant sowe
of the north-west pearl shell info Sharks Bay,
but the first trial had not beecn n success.
The second attempt appeared dikely to be far
more successful, as all in the cages, but two,
were still alive. They were now hopeful of
the cowmplete success of this system; but it
would be some time before it could be
deterwined whetber it was going to be
suceessfal from a financial point of view

{29 Avausrt, 1895.)

The experiments were certainly hopeful, not

only as to the ordinary oyster, but also as to
the lurger mother-of-pearl oyster, An in-
teresting experiment was being proceeded
with at the Abrolhos Islunds. When Mr.
Saville-Kent was on the coanst he found
tne water here was 13 degrees higher
than thut of Geraldton, audit appeared most
suitable for the north-west mother-of-peark
oysters. Mr. Ken appoured to think that the
oyster would thrive there, nnd the experiment
wus one which he (Mr. Richardson) walched
with interest. He had this much to say
about the Inspector who bad been alluded to,
and that was that be was acqnitting himself
very well indeed under the instructions of Mr.
Kent,

Tue PREMIER (Homn. Sir J. Forrest)
would lite to say a word or two with
regnrd to this experiment at the Abrol-
hos.  He looked forward to the resulis with a
large degree of interest. He was very glud to
hear they were being catried out. When be
vigited these islands some years ago, he found
there was o lurge area of shallow water and
coral reefs, and it struck him as the very place
for the establishinent of oyster beds. If this
was now going to be proved to be the case by
the experiments being earvicd on, they would
have done a great work. It wasone of which

he bad the most sanguine hope, and he he- -

lieved they would succeed in having the pearl.
ing industry established and flozrishing near
the Abrothos.
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suitable place to estublish oyster beds. He
had had an involuntary experience of the
Abrolhos in  18G8, when ho was there fora
week, nnd he was sure that tho wmother-of-
peay! ghell of the North West would net thrive
there. Thereefs were too Larren, like other
places along the coast, where the oyster would
not thrive. At the sawme time, he hoped the
experiment would be successful. ['I'me
Ppeaipk : We can but try it. ]

Mgr. MARMION: Is there any further
agreement with 3y, Kent, or is it intended to
engage his services further.

Tue CUMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: No. We could not get him to
remain.

Me. RPANDELL thanked the Comnissioner
of Lunds for the inter.sting information that
had heen given. He trusted the exporiment
would be most successful. He would now ke
to know what was being done with regurd to
acclimitisation of fresh-water fish.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS suid that when Mr. Kent wag here he
established, to u cerfain extent, sowme ‘of the
fresh-water fish. He brought trout with him,
and left o shipment of Murray cod to follow
him. ‘The latter hud Leen introduced into the
waters about York, whilg trout and breaw had
been distributed in the southern districts,
such as in the Serpentine, the Preston and the
Collii: rivers. He had reason to believe the
experiment was proceeding satisfactorily, Lut
there had not been Lime to prove it absclutely.
My. Brockman had taken great interest in
this question, and had given him (Mr. Rich-
ardson) much assistance. It had Leen pointed
out that an amendment of the fisherivs’ luwa
was desiralble to prevent these fish being
canght until they hod been properly estub.
lished. Netting or machine-eatching was pro-
hibited, but not fishing with hooks. ‘There
was one way oub of the dilliculty, and that was
to have all the ureas wherever tuese fish had
been placed procleimed as tishing reserves by
the Governor-in-Council, 80 that within these

. reserves fishing in any way would be pro-

A better place could not be

found, if the water wasjnot too cold, and Mr.

Kent had reported that it was not.  Mr. Kent
himself was most confident that the experi-
ments were going to be successful.

hibited.

Mg. RANDELL enquired whether, in the
event of a flood arising, any precantions had
been tuken to prevent the spawn being washed

¢ away from the permanent puols.

Mr. H. W. SHOLL had every desive tosee the -

induostry flourish, but he had to differ from the

Premier as to the Abrolhos [slands being a

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
{Hon. &. R. Richardson) replied that if this
did oceur it ¢ould hardly be avoided.

Mr. COCKWORTHY would like to know
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whether any fish bad been placed in either the
‘Warren or Blackwood rivers, for these were
by far the most permanunt streams.

ThE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hou. A. R. Richardson) said he had been
anxipus to induce Mr, Kent to rewain und
wuteh the results of his experiments, but Mr.
Kent could vot do so, nlthough he said no evil
results conld occur while he wns away, Mr.
Kent suid he had tuken every possible pre-
eaution to ensure euccess, becouse of his own
reputation. He believed fish had been placed
in the Bluckwood.

¥ote put and passed.

Forestry, £732 10s.:

Mg, GEORGE congratulated the Govern-
ment on the appearance of this vete on the
listimates.
Forestry mast be of great value to the
country. The timber resources of Western
Aunstralin had barely been tapped, and thore
wug no question they were going to provide
one of the largust items of export. He was

glad to see that steps were being taken to

prove the value of these forests, nnd trusted
propor steps would be taken for the con-
servation of the ftimber resonrces. At the
same time, he would like to know why the
Conservator of Forests wus receiving less
salary than the surveyor who accoupanied
him,

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hou, A. K. Richardson) explained that when
Mr. kdnie Browne was brought Lo the colony,
it was under a definite arrangement, and the
vote on the listimates was the Lalunce of the
payment agreed upvn. Mr. Browne had beon
Lrought to the culony originally underengage-
wment to the Bureau of Agriculture, and it
wns aftexrwards thought advisable to transfer
him to the Department of Lands. Most parti-
cular instructions had been given for Mr.
Browne to make a complete examination of the
forests, in order that rhe Government should
have some relinble information aa to the gnan-
tity of marketable timber in the colony, and
its valoe ns anaticnal asset. Mr. Browne was
prosecuting thosu enquirics with much success,
and had already presented some most intelli-
geut and interesting reports. He had con-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The work of a department of °

" forests,

fessed that the greab area smd value of the

West Australian forests had greatly surprised
hiw. Che further reports of Mr. Browne
which would be avuilable in a few months,
would be even more interesting. He was en-
gaged at present in un examination of the

|
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Pinjureah and the Darling forest country.
Ifr. Browne hud not been appointied ths per-
manent Forester, but had come to the colony
under 4 definite agreement to report on the
forests, and give the Government gvmc neces-
sary advice ag to what steps should be taken
in the direction of conservatioy, 'The per-
maouent Forester had not yet heen appoiuted,
although many applications hui been veceived,
some of them  being frow very good men.  An
officer would be appointed when 3Mr. Browne
had completed the work he was at present
engaged in,

Mg. PIESSE would like to kaow whether
the aftention of the Government had Dbeen
drawn to the wilful destruction of timber in
the Darling Ronges. His attention had been
drawn to the matier by certnin residents of
thedistrict, and they declaved that there wae o
great destruction of timber, both of young

. trees und of timber thut was immature for the

purposes for which it was felled. There should
be some supervision to prevent the destruction
of young or immature timber. The timber
resources of West Avstralin were well known,
and what the Governnent regnired advice upon
wns uas to the proper steps to e taken for
the conservabtion of the forests. ''he time had
arrived when the forests should be protecled.
They had been in the pust, snd were going to
be in the future, a great help to the country,
The demand waa bound ic increase, and the
export would shortly be very large. It was
caleulated to become one of the largest de-
partments of the colonmy. 'They should have
u Couservator of Forests, and every step
should he taken to protect this great asset.
He trusted the Comnissioner of Lands would
take notice of the improper destruction of
timber thut was taking place.

Mr. GEORGE thought it would have been
a good thing for Mr. Browne to have been
also meked to report upon the nccesibility of
the timber areas, roads, and routes to the
He agreed with the member for the
Williame that there was unnecessary destruc-
tion of timber, Lut hewers naturally went for
the young trees, for the reason that in jarrah
they split with the grain far casier than trecs
of older growth. It would be necessary to
have more than one Forseter. In fact it
would be ridiculous to have only one. In
Victorin the duty of forest conservation, and
thre prevention of unnecessary deatruction wasg
looked after by the mounted police, and some
such gystem might work well here. He did
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not say tbey should do it without some cxtra
emolument. There would have to be proper |

[29 AuvausT, 1895.]
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Tue PREMIER {(Hon. Sir 1. Forrest) replied
in the negative. The Estimates were prepared

Regulations frawed for the coutrol of the ' before the Educution Question was hrought

forests, but tnere were companies holding

timber concessions, with twenty to thirty -

years yeb to expire, and it wus hardly likely
any regulations could be made to affect these.
The subject of forest conservation wus one
requiring careful consideration.
Tue COMMISSIONER OF

CROWN

LAN DS (Hon. A. B. Richardson), replied that

he had tuken notice of what the hou. member
for the Willinmes had said as to the useless
destruction of young timber, and they were
taking steps to put a stop to it. Instructions
had been given to the police to be very strvict
in the supervision of the forests, and it was

really owing to the vigilance of one member
of the force that valuable information had
been secured.
the fact pointed out by the hon. member for
the Murray, that Regulntions would have to
be framed; und, as soon &g possible. Mr.
Browne wounld be asked to advies the
Government as to everything that was neces-
sary in this direction.

Voie put and passed.

Mines, £25,293.

Me. ILLINGWORTH suggested that inas-
much as members had not yet received the
report of the Minister the consideration of this
vote should be postponed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) fuiled
to see how the report of the Minister could
affect the question of the Estimates, aund this
wus & department the details of which hon.
mewbers knew more about than any other
They were so familiar with the subject that it
would be unnecessary to wait for the report.
‘I'he report was, however, in the hands of the
printer.

Mg, LEAKE pointed out that there wasa
large increase in the expenditure proposed,
und it would be more satisfactory if the report
of the Minisler was available for wmembers
before they were asked to pass the Estimates.

Tur PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest) agreed
o postpone the vote until after those of the
Postal Department, and its consideration was

There was no doubt about

50 postponed.
Educational, £33,536 13s. 4d.
Me. ILLINGWORTH enquired whether

provision had been mude here for carrying out
the objects of the Bill to be introduced,
placing the whole educational system in the
hands of the Government.

forwurd. The Governwent wight be placed
in a little bit of a difficutty, but care would be
taken not to allow the schools to sufier. The
Government would act on their knowledge of
the wishes of the Houge in this watter.

Mz. CONNOE enquired the reuson for the
salary of the Secretary beiny increased.

True VREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) re-
plied that this increase was wade becuuse,
considering the importance of the departwent,
and of the work done Ly the Secretury, he had
not been well enongh paid in comparison with
the puywent of other heads of departments.
The Minister had recommended a larger in-
creage, but the Government decided to place
less than the Minigter desired, on the
Estimates.

Mg, WOOD thought that as the Chief
Inspuctor had been on the same footing with
the Secretary before the latter received this
increase, the amounts should stil] he made the
sane.

Mr. GEORGE would like to know why
there was u decrease in the umount for the
“Teacher of Method,” TLust yeor it was £205,
and £205 had been expended. This year the
Bstimate was £105, Was that a clerical
error ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrcat) ex-
plained that the engagewent of the Weacler
of Method had oaly six months to rum, and
that accounted for the differenc. The geutle-
wan was being retained in the service partly
as an additional ingpector und prrtly for the
training of teachers. He would receive £55 a
year [rom the vote “Temporary lnspector,
£55,” and £10 a year from the vote * Train-
ing of Teachers, £237,” or a total salary of
£210 per annuto.

Mgr. CONNOR wentioned that he had
brought forward, on a previous occasion, the
question of these offices being filled by com-
petitive examinations. He thought no person
should be appointed for the truining of
teachers whe had not been successful in a
competitive examinabtion. The Teucher of
Method was said not to hold the proper
qualifieations.

Mi. KANDELL cxpluined that it was the
doty of certain head teachers to truin pupil
teachers, und they obtuined & bonus of £5 for
each one passing.

Tue PREMIER {Hou. Sir J. Forrest) said
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that no urrangement bad Leen made for §lling
these officcs by competitive exawinations
among those available. This volte was not
only for the traininyg of teachers, but also for
their instroction,

Mu. RANDELL remarked that the Teacher
of Method had been recommended by Mr.
Briggs, of Fremuntle, who had had some
oxpericuce of his teaching.

Mg, CONNOR : I can assure the hon, mem.
ber and the Cownmittee thut such is not the
case.

Me. GEORGE drew attention to the item,
“'Fravelling allowanece, Teacher of Method,
£50."  If the teacher wns under a new
arrnngement Lhis amount should not be
voted. I was like an addition to the teacher’s
salary.

Tug PREMIER (Hon, S8iv J. Forrest)
pointed out that the amount was only for
six months, when the new arrangement cane
into operation. ‘There was no travelling
allowance after that.

Me. GEQORGE in referring to Ytem No. 33

(‘lechnical Education, £1,000), said £500 was

voted 'ast year, butb not a penny of it was spent.
He usked where the justification of the vote
was, und what it was proposed to do with it.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that the vote of Ilast year waa not spent
hecause the Minister resigued about the end
of the year, and hisplans had not beea com-
wunicated to anyone else. ‘T'he new Minister
of Bducation thonght he conld do something
in that dircction, and so they would this year
ke w start in Perth. He believed it was
intended to tench certain Trades. A good
deal bowever, would have to he left to the
Minister iu charge of the vote.

Mg, GEQORGE said he was satisfied. He
had seen the principle introduced in England
with very good results, and he was gind to see
this colony muking asturt.

Mg ILLINGWORTH suid he was pleased
to see o start wade in the matfer of Technical
Education, but he was sorry to see mno vote
proposed for University Exhibitions. He sug-
gesbed the desirubility of taking steps towards
Un ersity t ~ining. The Ministry might, at
any raie, secure o prece of land this year and
probally next yeur ve able to fence wnd plant
it. He presumed Exhibiticns had censed
throngh lack of competition,

Vote put.and passed.

Poatal and Telegraph, £114 415 3s.

Me. SIMPSON said he wirl.ed to call atten-
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tion to the small salarics and the many
desirabilities of the officers in the lower ranks
of this depurtment. He knew that, from one
end of the land to the other the administration
of the department wos heing adversely criti-
cised. 1t scemed as if the central aunthorities
did not realise the eonditions existing on the
Murchison, =and the Mastern goldfields,
and away in the porth, and that con-
sequent regponsibilities were disregurded.
It was a crying shmne that a man should
huve to go o distant places and oceupy
the positions of postmaster, telegraph
operator, us well as huving churge of v money
order office, upon £130 & year. The responsi-
bilities were cnormouns in view of the re-
n.uneration. He was never grutified to see
rapid changes, but he did $hink merit and
responsibity should be recognised. He knew
one instunce where a man was sent to a place
at £110 & yoar, and yet ho had to pay 20s. a
& weck for his food alone. He hoped, in the
future provision would be made for oflicers
who were sent out into the back blecks. The
Postinaster-General evidently had not realised
the way the country was being opened up. He
would prefer to see the Government err in this
department on the side of libernlity.

Mgr. PIESSE said he agreed with the hon.
member for Geraldton. ‘T'he oifficer at Nan-
unine, with o salary of £140, was taken away
from a southern station where he received
£120. Tt was unrewsonable to send men so
far away upon a paltry promotion of £20a
year. The officer in churge at Coolgardic had
now 27 officers under him, und yet he received
only £250u year. 'Shere were muny places where
living was 30 high that that alone necessitated
an incrense of £100 a year., He considered,
too, thot the Postmaster-General wus as muach
entitled to an advance ns another head of the
department who had alrendy been raised to
£700 a year. There ought to be some further
recognition of the services of the Postmaster.
General.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest] said
while agreeing generally with the remarks
made, he wished to point out there were
many advanceson these Estimnves. It might
be true o year or two ago that the officers
of the Postul Department ware Ladly paid,
Lut it wus not so now. 'Fhe department this
year hnd certainly the largest number of
inereases in salaries.  The Postmaster-
General was o |ard-working, painstaking
officer, and no one could say, in view of the
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developments that had gone on during the
last year or two, thut he hed not done his best,
und that, too, with considerable success, He
did not believe there was nny other place in
Australin where such effortawere made to give

[29 Avavsr, 1895.]

postal facilities us in this colony. Mails were .

not only carried to centres of populution,
but to the homesteads of the people. e
did not see why they should increase the
ealaries when they bad 80 many wpplicants for
the positions.
the Postmaster-Generals were receiving less
salaries than sowe other officers. He had
no desire to cut down salaries te the lowest
point.

Me. GEORGE asked if the Government
intended to carry out their premise, and
have a pout and telegraph office at the I'erth
ruilway station. Such an office would be a
great public convenience, and not merely for
travellers by ruil. He believed it would be
welcomed by every citizen in Perth.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was the intention
of the Government t0 put up one or kwo wings
in connection with the Perth railwuy station,
The nccommodation there at present wus in.
sufficient to include u post and telegraph office,
if it werc put tb .re now it would le aliogether
thrown away. It was absolutely necessary
to increase the platform accommodation.

In some of the other colonies -

That would be done as early as possible, and -

then a post and telegraph office would be
established — possibly within six months.
They had completed the arrangements at
¥remantle, und would do the same at Perth
as early as they possibly could.

M=r, SOLOMON congratulated the Govern—
ment upon the way they had tried to meet
the requests of the people. So far as Fre-
mantie was concerned, the people were grati-
fied with what had been done ut the railway
station and at the T'own Hall.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he supported the
statement of the Hon. the Premier, that the

* ordivary miner.

Postal Dopartments in the other colonies were -

underpaid, and he considered the department
of thiscolony was not an exception. That was

m consequence of the fact that the Postal and |

‘I'elegraph Department pever paid its way.
1t accounts never balnnced. The tendenoy in
. the department waas to try and make them bal-
ance a8 mear ns possible. Such a conrse was
not desirable, and the difference should be
charped to the revenue of the conntry. He
wished to emphasise what had been said by
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the hon. wember for Geraldton. It was
monstrons to cxpect competent wnd trained
men to go awny to the Luck Llocks upon a
sulary equalling about half what o miner re-
ceived. He did not believe that the country
desived it. Tt was true there were plenty
of applicants for the positions, but he did not
think it was right for the Government to
take advantage of the men's necrssities in
thut way. Men had gone to these out-of-
the-way ploces, not knowing what they were
gomg to, nnd then found they counld not get
away. They received Larely enough to keep
body und soul together. He hoped the Govern-
ment would take the matter into consideru-
tion, and, nutwithstanding the loss to the
depurtnient, would treat the men wmore liber-
ally, particularly when they had to go out
80 far, and endure such hardship. A man
should not be cxpected to go out for £150
a year, and work all hours, while a miner
was getting £4 o week for eight homrs a
auy.

Mr. CONNOR. eaid he wished to support
what the hon. members for Nonnine and
Geraldton had said as to the disabilities of
the meu who went out to ocoupy positions on
the back blocks, The present time wae one in
which the Government might well consider the
pesilion of such men. He c¢onid nut, however,
agree with the hon. member for Nannineg in
his comparison between the wminer and the
postaster, becuuse the latter generally had
perquisitea in the form of house, ete., in which
to live, that the miner did not have. ‘Fhe
position could not be compared to that of the
He called attention to the
fact that there were 44 telegraph messengers
and postmen in Perth, but ouly 10 such in
Fremantle. There must be soncthing radi-
cally wrong about that. There were ecither
too many employed in Perbh, or too few in
ather places, inasmuch as they did not have
one-quarter ¢ many in Fremantle as in
Perth.

Mz. LEAKE said much had been said, both
inside and ountside the House, regarding the
treatment of junior clerke. He haped the
Government would make an cnquiry into tha
matter, nnd that a repert would he .made by
the Minister. It would be well to kmow
whether the reports were based upon fucts or
not. Hon. memhers could nol shut their eyes
to the fact that there was a great deal of
comment upon the administration of the
deparl.ment. If the administration were
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faulty, it should he remedied, and if the
officer did his hest he should be relievg& of
the suspicion of niggardliness. He knew the
Postmaster would say he could get any nuin-
ber of men at the salaries offered, but he
asked if it were prudent, in the interests of
the department, to employ underpaid men,
Mu. JAMES said he gave his earnest sup.
port to the hon. members for Nannine and
Albany. He did not think the Government
of the colony wns justified in being “*sweaters.”
If they tock a person’s fair day’s work, with-
cut giving a fuir dny’s pay, they were guilty
of mweating, whether it was in the case of
one, or & hundred persons. He did not think
they were justified in paying low wages,
simply because there were so many ap-
plicanta for positions. He wished to re-
peat some words of Mr. Campbell-Ban-
nerman, which were spoken in that place
for which the Premier has such venern-
tion, the House of Commons, when he
waa speaking on the question of the minimnm
wage. His remarks had peculiar force in
view of the complaints in the Postal Depart-
ment that the men were underpaid. Mr.
Bannermaw said “as to wages a few years
ago, it wonld have been regarded as sufficient
answer to any claim for increase, if he had
risen in his place, and said they were getting
ennugh men for the wages they offered.” That
was exactly the argnment that had been used
in that House. Mr. Bannerman proceeded to
aay: “ That wng no longer & complete answer,
A change had come over public opinion upon
the suliject. They had ceased to believe in
competition or starvation wages. For himself
Lie believed the starvation wage means starva-
tion work., Tt was not alone a guestion of
humanity or philanthropy,but one of efficiency.
They could not get a fair day’s work out of
& man unless they paid a fair day’s pay.” He
{Myr. James) commended those words to the
gentleman o charge of the department.
Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
it was good of the hon. member to give them
advice. Tt was what they might expect,
heenuse he always sought to pose as the friend
of the working man. He (the Premier) be-
lisved the Government paid better salaries,
generally, than were paid hy private firms to
any class of men. Whenever an appointment
was to be made in the Civil Service, there
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werc always numbers ready and willing to '

lenve private firms to secure it. I[n the Postal
and Telegraph Department there had been
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great increases in kalavies during the last
three years. Tt was only the sinnli salaries
that hon. mewnbers took notice of. The
Government Lried to do their best, and he
believed the whole service was better paid
than the employes of private people.

Mg, COOKWORTHY said hon. members
talked a good deal about a fair day’s wage
but pone of them defined what it was, nor
how it was regulated. No private person
would give 7s. a day when he could get the
work done for @s., and the law of supply and
denand ruled the world.

Tur CHALRMAN asked hon, members nof
to use the word “sweating ™ with reference to
the Government.

"Mz, JAMIES said he had 2 certain defined
meaning.

Tne CHAIRMAN said it was a very offen-
sive meaning, and he asked hon. members not
to use it aguin.

Progress was reported, and leave given to
sit aguin,

ADJOURNMENT,
‘I'he House adjourned at 10.30 o’clock p.m.




